INTRODUCTION

This book isthe result of an assgnment in high school to make afamily tree. My father came
from afamily of nine children. The information required for the assgnment was to much for one sheet of
paper. | used afile card system to store my information. This was acceptable aslong as | had the
required data. | have continued to add the births, weddings, and desths.

Encouraged to write astory just for fun, | collected stories. It'samazing dl | discovered in my
search. People are accustom to my taking notes a family functions. My husband is use to my getting
up inthe middle of the night. | must write things down or check out some materid while it's fresh.

It's been ajoyous journey searching courthouse records, libraries, and writing letters. | had the
most fun when gtirring the gray matter and getting people to talk about the past. My sincere thanks to
those who shared. | treasure dl of it.

The most exciting discovery was the two hundred pages from Washington, D.C. Among them
was my great grandfather Danid Pernias military and penson papers. The military and pension papers
contained the name of Danidl'sfather. | dso found the date of his wifée's degth. This enabled meto find
information that otherwise would have been overlooked. Guideinesfor genealogica research suggest
little persond history isin the military records. It may sound strange, we are fortunate Danid's hedlth
and habits were poor. Mogt of the information came from doctors and court records. They include: A
persond interview in 1891, character references and the results of physicians examinaions. Therest |
got from history books and vital statistics records, and the dark recesses of the mind.

| traced Pernia history back to 1763; afamily named PARNIER in France. | confirmed names
and dates from our family to some under Parnier. | followed clues and learned our family name changed
about 1900. A big factor in doing genedogica research in Monroe County is the courthouse burned in
the late 1870's or early 1880's. Rumor isthe records did not burn with it, where they went isa mystery.
Another draw back is the 1890 Census burned in Washington D.C.

When you read this kegp in mind the materid is my interpretation of what | found. When
researching family histories one cannot be sureit is one hundred percent correct.



Dedicated to Tootse my friend and companion

PARNIER

To date CHARLES Parnier, resdent of Mazeline, Lorraine, France, is the oldest known
ancestor. The family was Catholic and belonged to St. Martin parish. Charles wife was Jane Meline.
Their two sons came to Canada before 1763. The oldest son, Martin, married that same year leaving
no record of where he settled.

The second son JOSEPH, married Catherine Larivierein 1764. They lived near the Ecorse
River in Wayne County Michigan. They had 11 children: Catherine (1765); Joseph; Paul; Mary
Louisa; Philip (1772); Mary Magdelene (1774); Josette (1776) al born in Grosse Pointe; LOUIS
(February 20, 1778) born North East Coast of Detroit; James (1780) Detroit; Francis (1784) Windsor;
and Peter (1786) Detroit.

Our family descends from Louis, the eighth child. Louis was married a age 20 to Mary
Frances Revau, November 29, 1798, in Detroit. They had one child, a daughter Mary Louisabornin
1800. Mary Frances died and was buried April 13, 1805, in Detroit. On April 30, 1805, Louis
married Veronica Le Beau in Detroit. Thereisrecord of four children born to Louis (Lewis) and
Veronica. Regina (December 1805); LOUIS (May 14, 1808); Francis (1810); and Isabelle (1812).
Louisand Veronicalived near the Ecorse River when she died. Louisdied on October 4, 1813, at
Assumption Sandwich, Ontario, Canada.

Louis, their second child isthe father of DANIEL my greet grandfather. | was born three

months short of 100 years after Danidl.



MICHIGAN

What was Michigan like in 1840 before Danid wasborn? That is only three years after
Michigan became a sate.

The Revolutionary War left the United States without money, and many soldiers needed to be
paid. They received "Bounty Lands' ingtead of money. The Michigan Territory was part of the land
used. The Territory Inspector Generd consdered the land worthless swamp.  Immigration was dow;
no one wanted to settle there. The soil was poor for farming. The climate unhedthy and it was difficult
to reach. Travel waslong, consdered dangerous, unreliable, expensive, and accommodations were
poor. To comein by the lake was long, hard and dow. Much of the land was a dense forest of
hardwood, white and yellow oak, hard and soft maple, ash, beech, basswood and some walnut. The
s0il was sandy, with some swamp and marsh. Indian trails covered the area, often only wide enough for
waking.

For years the land remained wild. The French came to establish fur trade and dowly the land
west of Lake Erie became home to thousands. It wasided for the French farmers who lived very
smplelivesin the virgin land.

Entertainment was spelling bees at the school, quilting bees, cabin and barn raising, and corn

husking parties. The church played an important part in the lives of these French settlers. Mogt of the
people were illiterate because the few teachers were English. Language is the reason it's hard to find
information. When doing business or filing vital Satitic records, people gave their names and clerks
spelled them as best they could. Many immigrants names changed because of that reason. Often
information is over-looked while it's right under my nose. Occasondly another piece of the puzzlefdls

into place.



LOUISAND BRIDGET

Danid's mother, Bridget Robidou, was born March 22, 1811, in Monroe.  Bridget married her
firgt husband, Basil DeShettler, &. Antoing/St. Mary Monroe in 1826 when she was fifteen. They had
five children, Basil Leon (ca 1827); Louis (1828); Samud (1830); and Addlla (1835); and infant (cab
1838 - d 1839). Basil, the husband died April 19,1838.

There is an incomplete record of marriage between Perniaand Robeioure. The record is
between March 2 and April 7, 1840, at S. Joseph in Erie MI. Thisisthe only thing on amarriage for
Bridget and Louis Ponier (the spelling on land record). A search & Monroe County Courthouse for a
marriage of Louis and Bridget turned up nothing.

The earliest reference to Lewiswas in 1842. St. Joseph Church records in Erie show LEWIS

VICUS PERNIE godfather for severa children. Bridget and her children are in the 1850 census
Monroe County Township of Erie. In the marriage records at the Monroe County Courthouse | found
John Trabbic, age 25, and Adella DeShettler, age 15, on February 5, 1850; Samud DeShettler, age
20, and Mary Bodin, age 17, on August 10, 1852. Witnessto both marriages was LOUIS PERNIER.
Bas| Leon DeShettler married 12 April 1847 to Lucinda Keller. Louis DeShettler was witness at his
brother's marriage. The ceremony was at St. Joseph in Erie.



CEMETERIES

The land recordsin Monroe County show the estate for Basil Deshettler settled until 1851. By
that time the sons were of age and the daughter married. Those days awoman's name did not hold
property. It belonged to the oldest son or if she married to the new husband. 1n 1851 some of Basil's
property went to the sons and husband of Adella, and Lewis husband of Bridget. The property sold the
same day it went to Lewis. After the dates on the land record | found no more on either Louis or
Bridget. | surmisethey died in the early 1850's and were buried in Erie at one of thefirst two S.

Joseph Cemeteries.
There have been three cemeteriesin the history of . Joseph. Thefirst was dong the south sde

of Bay Creek midway between what's now Bay Creek Road and I-75. Burias were there from 1816,
if not sooner, until 1852. The second cemetery was across the street from the present church (now a
parking lot). Thethird cemetery was ready in 1872. The bodies were re-buried in the present
cemetery; and the old sites abandoned.



DANIEL

Daniel was born on July 18, 1840, in Erie, Michigan. | found the date on the military records.
There was a birth record from St. Joseph Catholic Church dated 1914. A search a St. Joseph didn't
find the original when searching with Father LaVoy. Searching church records a the Ellis Library in
Monroe County | found record on micro film for the baptism. Which suggests the origind at the church
disappeared after thefilming. The next | found Danid wasin the 1850 Erie census. The records from
Washington suggest he worked rafting logs on Ten Mile Creek in Lucus County, Ohio. Ten Mile Creek
isnow the Ottawa River. Danid pinched hisleg between somelogs. Theinjury so serious he needed
severd days before he went back to work. The papers from Washington did not mention Danidl's
parents. Thisleads me to believe they died while he was a child. Hetold of living with his hdf Sgter,
Adéla, and her husband. | confirmed thisin a 1860 census where Danid was with her family. Addla
was five years older than Danidl.

In October 1861, Daniel age 21, enlisted as asoldier in the Civil War Army. Danid enlisted in
Toledo. Hisassgnment was to the sixty-seventh Ohio Infantry, Company "B" under Captain Hyait
Ford. Lettersfrom Danid's family said he was sound in mind and body before going into the army.
Like any child he suffered only the usud childhood diseases.

What possessed Daniel to join the army? In history books are copies of posters and ads from

newspapers that tell ways men might have been recruited. An example might read "$402.00 to
Veterans, $302.00 to al othersfor volunteering." Some ads were by drafted men hoping to pay
someone to take their place. They read, "Wanted-two SUBSTITUTES over 35 for which alibera
price paid." History tells that men were passionate about politics and wanted to Sgn up. They thought

at firg the war would be over in avery short time,



CIVIL WAR

Taken from Ohio in the War, ahistory of the Sixty-Seventh isnext in the life of Danid. "After
organization of the regiment and atraining period, they left for Columbus, Ohio in January 1862 going
into western Virginia. Except a march to Bloomrey Gap most of February was spent at Pawpaw
Tunnd. On the 5th of March the regiment marched to Winchester, Virginia where skirmishing was
frequent. On March 22 they drove the enemy as far south as Kearnstown, Virginia. They lay on ther
amsdl night and the next morning was firg to engage the enemy. The infantry fighting hed been fairly
open; then the men reinforced abrigade. To do this it was necessary to pass an open field for three-
fourths of amile, exposed to the enemy'sfire. The regiment moved on the double and cameinto action
in splendid order, fifteen men died. Until the last of June they endured the hardships of marches up and
down the vadley, over mountains and back. In Virgniathey went from the Potomac to Harrisburg, from
Manassas to Port Republic from Alexandriato Front Roya and Fredricksburg.” | found Danidl was a
patient at S. Paul Hospital in Alexandria, Virginiaon June 28, 1862. On September 24 he transferred
to the Baptist Church Hospitd in the same city. The cause of Danidl's hospitdization was debility. This
was common among the soldiers because of the exposure and hardship they endured.  After Sx
month's confinement Daniel returned to duty in North Carolina. "From there the Sixty- Seventh moved
to Hilton Head, South Carolina, February 1, 1863. The regiment shared in the Charleston expedition,
landing on Coles Idand on April 2. For saven months they heroically endured al the hardships,
privations and danger of sege. Then they took part in the attack on Fort Wagner, sustaining a heavy
loss. Eventudly, relieved they had afew days rest before an expedition to Florida."

Danid re-enlisted and returned to Ohio in February 1864. After his furlough he returned to
Bermuda Hundred, Virginia, May 1864. "On the 9th the Sixty- Seventh was guarding the right flank of
the Tenth Corps going to Petersburg, Virginia. A section of the artillery was with the regiment and on
the turnpike with orders to hold that position. Reinforcements arrived during the night and the next
morning the Rebels made an attack. The Sixty- Seventh maintained position presenting an unbroken
front to four successive charges. A section of the artillery fdll but recaptured. The 10th of May isasad
but glorious day by the Sixty-Seventh. Sixty-six officers and men killed in the baitle.”

"On May 20 apart of thelinesfdl to the Rebels. With the help of others it was re-captured but
sixty-ninekilled or wounded. On August 16, four companies charged the rifle-pits of the enemy a
Deep River. At thefirg volley they lost athird of their men, but before the Rebels could reload the pits
captured. On the 7th, 13th, 27th and 28th of October the regiment engaged with aloss of over a
hundred men.”

"From spring to fal of 1864 the Sixty- Seventh confronted the enemy. It's said that during the
year it was under fire two hundred times. No movement was without danger. Firing continued for days,
and men wore their accouterments for weeks at atime. Of the six hundred muskets taken to the front in
the spring, three-fifths lay aside during the year because of casudties.” The military records show Danidl
was with the ambulance corpsin January and February.

| found apicture of an ambulance used during the Civil War. It was amule with a stretcher
attached to it's back. With this method the injured could be carried in very steep and narrow places. It
was especidly useful in canyon and mountain regions.



"In the spring of 1865 the Sixty- Seventh was in at the assault on the rebe works below
Petersburg. On the second of April, they werein the charge on Fort Gregg. At Appomattox
Courthouse, they were in a the end bearing their battle flag proudly in the last fight the forces made
againd the army of Northern Virginia."

"On the fifth of May the regiment reported to the district of Southern Anna, Virginia. There,
they secured that part of the state.” Danid's discharged was on August 22, 1865. He was now 25 and
returned to Monroe County. After the war, Daniel worked for severd farmersin Erie and Newport.



THE MURPHYS

When Danid returned from the war he worked as a hired laborer in Monroe County. While
working in the northern part of the county he met Elizabeth Murphy.

The Murphy'sare amystery. Cluesto Elizabeth'slife and family are scarce. | found one family,
in the 1850 census for Monroe the third-ward (anything north of the River Raisin) that might be our
Murphys. A THOMAS MURPHY, age 38, was born in 1812. There was nothing listed under value
of property on the census therefore | assume they were renting. Thomas was afarmer. The wife was
Jane, age 24, was born in 1826. Both werelist asbornin Ohio. There are three children listed with
Thomas and Jane. They are Elizabeth age five born in 1845, James age two, and Samuel age one, dl
born in Michigan.

Looking in the 1860 census, | found a Thomas Murphy, age 47, but he had no family. What
happened to Jane, age 34, Elizabeth, age 15, and James, 12?  Are Thomas and Jane the parents of
Danid'swife Elizabeth? A further search found a Samuel Murphy, age ten, amember of the Nicholas
Pdtier household, but was he the same? | did not find a James and Elizabeth in 1860. In the 1870
census there was a Thomas Murphy with afamily. Hewasto old to be our Thomas. In the 1880
census for Berlin township | found a Thomas Murphy age 57, no family. The ageisclose enough so |
think this could be our Thomas, but no proof. The 1880 Exeter census shows a James Murphy age 36,
wife Ellen age 35 and child Wdlter age 16. Are these our families?

Y ears ago the age of people wasn't asimportant astoday. Records for men, as well aswoman
changed from censusto census. The records of family members we know information about; wasn't
correct in census and other records. The fact that ages are not as we think they should be does not
mean thisis not our family. So the search goes on.

| found a Samuel Murphy when | first started hunting for Daniel’ s military records. | kept a copy

of the state record thinking it might be Elizabeth's brother. Nothing that was ever found confirmed or
denied this. At alater date | decided to get Samuel Murphy's military record. Thistime the record
didn't tell me athing about the family. Were the two Samud's one and the same?  1n 1864, census
Samud would have been 14, when the military Samud 18. Thisfact hasn't convinced methey arentt the
same person. Higtory bookstell of young men lying about their age just to be able to go off to the big
war. S0, now, after years of research | ill find the Murphy family a puzzle.



MARRIAGE

In the military records from Washington, a persond interview with Danidl suggested he and
Elizabeth were married in Monroe. | confirmed that they were married a Monroe County Courthouse
by Justice of the Peace John G. Rother on March 16, 1867. Witnesses were Frank Boudine and Louis
Fridmlug. (Possible spelling Boudrie and Friedenburg.) The marriage record has the age of Elizabeth
22 and Daniel 27. Since | have found Danid's birth record | know he wouldn't have been 27 until July
of that year. The marriage record is hand-written and legible except for the day of the wedding. Inthe
record the name was PERNIE.



FAMILY

| know seven children were born to Danidl and Elizabeth between 1868 and 1883. The children
were: William, Guillium Kneidey; Elie Samud; Frank, Francois Josephium; Levi; John, Jean Baptiste;
May, Mariam Mdtilda; and Rosdlla
The records at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Newport is where | found five of the
children. Therecordsarein Latin. | wasnot ableto find Levi (research currently in process). |
interpreted Grandpa's name was Guillium Knidey. When | firgt started my search Aunt Ethel told me
people in Newport knew Grandpa as "Knidey" when he lived there. She found out that information
when she was dating. Some one asked her if her father was Knidey Pernia.
In the 1870 census Samud was less than ayear old. His baptism and burid wereat St.
Charles. Hisnameisliged as Elie Samud and he died 1872. Theinfant Rosdlawas bornin LaSdle 1
April 1883 and died 22 August 1883. Her birth and death records are in the Monroe County
Courthouse. | couldn't find aplace of burial. My feding was she might be in the Cooney Cemetery.
The cemetery was close to where the family lived.  Since finding the newspaper notices of Elizabeth's
deeth, | wonder if Rosdllanow might be in the LaSdlle Township Cemetery? She may have been
baptised at St. John in Monroe.



LIFE AND DEATH

Daniel supported hisfamily at various jobs. He worked as afarm hand, chopped wood,
worked in ashipyard and as a carpenter. Verba account says the family lived on Strasburg Road at the
corner of Wood Road.

A form with Dani€l's pension papers, stated Elizabeth died 26 April 1884 (age 38) from suicide.
| didn't find a desth certificate or buria record for her. | found an account of her degth in two Monroe
newspapers.

MONROE, MICH., THURSDAY MAY 1, 1884

Hung Her self
The wife of Daniel Poigneau of LaSdle, concluded last Saturday that
she had seen enough of this world and with the aid of a piece of
sheep twine attached to arafter in the garret of her house shuffled off
the mortd coill. She was a great sufferer with the asthma, her
domestic relations were not the pleasantest and she had severa times
threatened to take her life. Last Saturday her husband went to
Vienna and shortly after dinner she sent her children to play with
those of a neighbor. On their return about two o'clock they found
their mother hanging in the garret.  The body had apparently been
hanging about two hours and the cord had nearly cut the neck off.
The woman was about 40 years old and leaves five children. An
inquest was held and a verdict rendered in accordance with the
above.

From: The Monroe Commercid May 2, 1884 p.5c¢. 2
L asalle South

Our neighborhood was thrown into great excitement last
Saturday evening over the report that Mrs. Elizabeth Perniea, who
with her family resided in the tenant house of Mr. John Conlisk, had
committed suicide by hanging hersdf. On reaching the place it was
found that the deed had redly been committed by using a piece of
common twine, such as farmers used in tying wool. After placing it
around the neck, she tied the other end around one of the raftersin
the upper part of the house, which was not plastered. Apparently
death had been ingantaneous, as there was no sign of a struggle
whatever, and the chair which she had used as atrap till stood erect,
supporting one of her limbs while the other barely touched the floor.
Justice A.D. Anderson was caled to act as coroner, and after
examining savera witnesses who had found the body, the jury which
had been called rendered a verdict that the deceased had come to
her death by her own hands. No other reason could be found that
should cause her to end her life, than that she has had poor hedlth for




the last four years, and was a victim of despondency. She was 36
years of age, and leaves a hushand and five children, the youngest but
four yearsold. The body was buried in the township burying ground.
(Ladle TWP Cemetery)

A search of the LaSdle Township Cemetery didn't find her grave Ste.



ILLNESS

Danid's hedth rapidly failed after Elizabeth's desth. His haf brother Louis DeShettler pursued
admisson for Danid in asoldier'shome. Danid wastotaly disable. Unable to do manud labor he
couldn't support himsalf because of epilepsy. Fird, they tried to get him into ahome in Dayton, Ohio.
Louisfinaly succeeded in getting Danid in a Soldiers Home in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In thistime
frame there's an absence of facts about the children. They were dl under 16 yearsold. Danid became
aresdent of the home in January, 1888 a the age 47. Lifein these homeswas like the army.

When Daniel went into the hospital Louis gpplied for an invaid penson. Letters of testimony
didn't prove Danid'sillness was war related. In June 1890, Congress passed an act that gave veterans
of Civil War service apenson of $12 per month. Thiswas for disabilities, not the result of their own
vicious habit. Danid went on thislist. A second request for an invaid penson didn't qudify Danidl
ether. It tried to prove that epilepsy was the result of the exposure and hardship he suffered during the
war.

It is sometimes hard to believe things have changed, so much in 100 years. Starting in the 1880's
aman didn't need a doctor's certificate. He only needed to register as adoctor with the state.  The
papers from Washington contained copies of |etters from people who knew Danid in 1891. The
persond opinions varied, making very interesting reading on Danid'slife. The opinions ranged from his
being a hard worker to a cripple with rheumatism. One letter reported Daniel was a notorioudy hard
drinker. The stories were he was like his father with a quick and excitable temper. Most writers agreed
drinking was against Daniel, when he wanted work; he wasn't dependable. He could be a good worker
if heleft liquor done. Severd people suggested Danid's intemperate habits caused his wife to hang
hersdf. Elizabeth's poor hedth (asthma) made mattersworse. The respongbility of the large family was
more than she could cope with.

Some |etters gave persond accounts of seeing Daniel experience aspell. Louis said Danid had
fits when from he came home from the war. The fits grew worse until Danid couldn't support himsdif.
Stll, others said they had no knowledge of the spdlls until later years.

The persond interview with Danid himsdlf, said he felt at a disadvantage. He wasn't able to read
or write. He fdt misnterpreted because his disease had affected his memory. Firdt, he said he began to
fed rheumatism in his back, legs and ams right after he left the hospital whilein the service. Then he
sad he had diarrhea and rheumatism in the summer of 1862, and was sent to the hospita. Asked if he
hed ever had fever in the service he said no. Then in the same bregth, said he did seem to remember
having fever in the field after he was out of the hospitdl. (Danid periodicdly suffered from fevern'ague,
i.e, maaria) He mentioned living in LaSdle when hiswife died and spoke of his hdf brothers and half
gger. My interpretation of the whole interview- 'Danidl was a very confused person.’

The doctors agreed Danid's condition was part pathological, and influenced by his consumption
of intoxicants. Many men drank while in the army, and after reading of the hardships they endured it's
no wonder. | read in severd places that the manufacturing process of liquor caused epilepsy in many
men in the Civil War.

When comparing the physical descriptions of Danid by severa physiciansit made me laugh. It's
an example of how accurate dl this materid is. They varied Danid's height from five foat four, to five
foot eight. His eyes were either hazdl, blue or black. They agreed his weight was about 140 pounds.
Another thing they agreed on was his complexion- dark.



Daniel was aresdent of the soldiers home for four years. While there, his record stated his
character was honest. By 1892, his health was stable, he was discharge. Six weeks later he wasre-
admitted avery sick person, the old habit of drinking returned. The re-admittance record shows that
Mary Perniawas his wife and next of kin. Thiswas either an error of the home or Danidl's poor
condition. 1t was most likely about his daughter, May who would have been about 13.

During the next few years Daniel wasin and out of the home. Severd times he was brought
back for trestment of severe colds and weskness. His seizures and mental hedth reached alow in
1895. The recordsin Kaamazoo State Hospita show Daniel being committed after being declared
mentaly incompetent. He was there as a state charge. The probate judge ordered money from Danid's
pension to be used for the care of May. Danid's state of mind made many problemsfor his gppointed
guardian, L. G. Rutherford. These accounts arein hospital records; aso in areport from Mr.
Rutherford.

Thefirgt year in the asylum, Daniel had more than 100 letters written for him. The letters went
to his guardian, the governor, and anyone who might help get him released. Mr. Rutherford found
Danid wasn't particularly troublesome while under treetment. Mr. Rutherford knew it would be
dangerous if Danid had accessto intoxicants. He didn't want the responsibility of having him released.

Danid's son wrote he had lost one of his team and wanted $30 to buy anew horse. In one
ingtance William and Frank visited Mr. Rutherford. William wished to take his father home and wanted
some money. Frank, out of money, requested some for aweek's board. Mr. Rutherford agreed but
paid the boarding house directly.

Mr. Rutherford thought neither son would put the money to good useiif it were released to them.
Danid's needs were few; clothes, shoes, tobacco, and pipes were some itemslisted. The baancein
Danid’s account was about $200. Daniel made it known that he wanted to return to the soldiers home
and the letter writing began again. Mr. Rutherford wrote and suggested to Danid that his money be put
to good use by securing ahome for May. He suggested educating her for a better position than
household servant. Danid demanded an investigation to determine if Mr. Rutherford was embezzling
the money. An investigation of the matter found Mr Rutherford not guilty.

The medica superintendent of the asylum wrote to the probate judge. He said Danidl was much
the same as he had been the past months. "He was so well, he resided with the most comfortable class
of patientsin the asylum. Daniel was alowed the freedom of the grounds and made no unnecessary
trouble. Occasondly he had an epileptic convulson and was confused for afew hours. The
superintendent at the asylum thought Danidl could return home and live a comfortable life”.

Mr. Rutherford, having once been on the board of directors at the home, knew how easy it
would be for Danid to get liquor still wouldn't rlease him. Danid kept saying he wanted his money to
help his children, especidly a daughter living near Detroit with her aunt. (I couldn't find who this aunt
might have been.) In 1896, May the youngest child, was 17. Danid filed aresolution for the removal of
his guardian. Tria proved Danid was sane, fully restored to mind. Daniel was discharged and he went
to live with his son William.

Thefollowing isagory rdaed to me about Danid while he was living with William and Cora,
Dates from Kadamazoo and the story show the event happened during thistime. Daniel was drunk and
climbed on top of a shed carrying apitchfork. He threatened anyone who came near him. On
November 26, 1889 Daniel was takenback to the Kalamazoo hospital. He was there the rest of hislife.
When admitted Basil Trabbic, the son of John and Addla Trabbic was the guardian.



| found a copy of aletter written in 1908 by Frank to the Bureau of Pensions about the use of
the pension money. The bureau wrote back it assumed the money was for the ward once it goesto the
guardian. After years of fighting, in 1912 Frank became guardian of hisfather.
An act passed by Congress increased Danid's pension to $25 per month. The gpprova camein
February 1914. Sixteen months pay amounted to $400. There's arecord of $25 received for the



THE END

Daniel died on April 24, 1914, at the age of 74. Cause of his death was arteriosclerosis with
contributory cause of epilepsy and bronchia pneumonia. Danid's body went to Harrington Chapel.
Masswas a St. Augustine Cathedrd. Father Frank O'Brian conducted the service. Burid was a Mt.
Olivet Cemetery in Kalamazoo. A check of the cemetery records gave no location of agrave. It was
probably an unmarked grave designed for the indigent and not recorded. William and Frank traveled
by train for the funerd. Frank applied for rembursement of the funera costs. He had a difficult
time proving the expenses and decided that he would let the matter drop.

OBITUARY

KALAMAZOO GAZETTE April 26, 1914

Daniel Parmigea
Danid Parmigea; 75 years old, died at the Michigan State hospital Satur- day morning. He was
committed to the inditution from this city 18 years ago. Heis survived by two sons, nather living in
Kaamazoo. The funerd will be held a 8 o'clock Monday morning from St Augustiness church. Burid
will be made a Mt. Olivet. Friends may view the remains at Harrington's chapel Sunday afternoon.



WILLIAM PERNIA and CORA LEONARD

William's birth and death record have conflicting dates on his birth. Baptism record says April
20, 1868, and the desath certificate 1867. | have to bdieve the church record is correct. | did not find
any record that William went to school, other than he was on the census at school in Newport and
posshly a Yargervillein LaSdle. Verba history about the family is consstant with the times that
William and Corawere bilingua. They used French when they didn't want the children to under stand
what they were saying.

William, was just 16 when his mother committed suicide. The family lived in a house belonging
to John Conlisk, at the corner of Strasburg and Wood Roadsin LaSdle. The house no longer exids.

Thereislittle information on the early years of William and hissblings. Before marriage William
lived on Stein Road about a mile west of Telegraph, working as afarm hand.

On October 22, 1895, William married Cora Belle Leonard. Her birthday is January 22, 1877.
Grandmaiis the second child and first daughter of Danidl and Margaret Leonard. The family rented a
house on West Rauch Road, Erie, Michigan; the exact location is not known.

Recently | located Corain the 1880 census for Berlin township with her grandparents. | could
not find the rest of the Leonard family in Monroe County. Where could they be???? One Sunday just
on a hunch John and | took atrip to Toledo Public library. | thought what have | got to loose. Maybe
the Leonards werein Toledo. Sure enough within 15 minutes in the micro film room, we found Daniel
Leonard, wife, Maggie and children, Nicholas and Florence Theresa, known as Tressa. They lived in
Sylvania Township &t the time of the 1880 census. | wonder now did the family stay in Ohio until after
the death of Margaret in 1893? Remember there is no 1890 census.

In 1895 Cora and her brothers and sisters went to Wood School on Wood Road. Itistill
standing today athough it has been converted to ahouse. | have an autograph book that has averse
written by Cora. The book belonged to Delbert Wood's father. The date on the book is 1895.

Loran Wood was one of the earliest settlersin LaSdle. He was the great grandfather of Delbert
Wood, who married Gladys one of William and Coras daughters. Clelliaor Clara\Wood,
granddaughter of Loran Wood taught at Wood school.

The Leonard family aso was fluent in French and English. In later years Cora taught French
songs, phrases and other things, such as counting to her children.

Corain 1893, was fifteen when her mother died during childbirth. Being the oldest daughter,
Cora had dl the responsbility caring for the younger children.

Corawas 18 when she married William who was 27. William and Corawere married at S.
Joseph Catholic Church, in Erie Michigan. The ceremony was performed by Father Emil Wolfstyn. |
have a certified copy of the marriage record issued in 1941.

In Canada, if agirl married by age 14 her husband could get aparcd of land. Likewise, if a
man married by a certain age he could get acreage too. This could have contributed to the trend of
early marriages. 1t aso encouraged the population to move into unsettled areas of the wilderness.

William and Coralived in arented house a 14236 South Dixie Highway, LaSdle, Michigan.
For saven years children born to them did not survive. The first born were twin boys. The babies were
premature, born aive with a doctor in attendance. Coratold that they moved alittle but were just too
amadl to survive. William buried them under an apple tree near the house. The houseis Hill standing
today.



Next born was Hilda or Helilia E. asrecorded in Monroe. She was born on October 2, 1899,
and baptized October 20, 1899, at St. John in Monroe. She lived until October 23, 1899. The cause
of her desth was malnutrition. Sheisburied a St. Joseph Cemetery in Erie

In the early 1900's, the couple moved to 1910 West Stein Road to a house found just east of
Strasburg Road at Yargerville Road. It waswhile living here that ason, Curtis or Custice, was born on
October 12, 1900.

| found Curtiss death certificate. Service was from . John Catholic Church of Monroe and
buria in Cooney Cemetery. The cemetery ishaf amile east of Strasburg on Stein Road. Abandoned
for years, it grew over with bramble and weeds. Now the cemetery is under the care of S. Johnin
Monroe. Some of the markersin the cemetery are till clear enough to read. Thereis no marker for
Curtis. | wastold heisin the southeast corner of the cemetery.

The early years of the marriage were very sad years for the couple, loosing their babieswas a
real burden. A story passed from Corato her daughter and then on to me convinces me Corawas
embrassed not having children. Before achild survived Cora had few dirty clothes. So the neighbors
would see her linesfull shewet and hung up clean sheets. | wonder if in years to come she ever laughed
when there were 9 children to wash for.

It was a happy time in 1902, a daughter was born and survived. Her nameis Pearl Ruth. Four
more children were born while the family lived in thishouse. Gladys Mary/May (1904), Raymond
Danid (1906), and Arthur John (1907).

In 1907 William bought afarm, at 1366 West Stein Road, less than amile west of where they
hed lived. It now belongs to my mother, Dorothy Pernia Zimmerman. (Sherentsit to afamily with 6
children. The old homeisdill aplacefor children to live))

The first owner of the eighty acres farm that William bought was Purchase Roberts and his wife
Patience. They received a grant from the United States in October 20, 1830. Andrew Jackson was
the Presdent; Michigan was till aterritory. On acopy of thetitle search, | found along list of owners
and mortgage holders. | haven't been able to trandate dl of it ,but William bought the farm at an estate
sde. The mortgage for the farm was for $3,600.

Five children were born at the home - Nicholas Lester (1908), Ethd Elizabeth (1911), William
Sylvester (1912), Thalialrene (1915) and Dondd Irving (1917).

In 1912 William had the house moved. Origindly the buildings were on the back haf of the
eighty acres. Therewas ahdf mile road that ran east and west between Stein and Y argerville Roads.
William reasoned that if the buildings were closer to Stein Road the children wouldn't have so far to
walk to schoal.

The Pernia children received their primary education at the Y argerville School on Strasburg
Road. The schoal is about a mile from the present Site of the buildings.

William moved the house, barn and other buildings about a quarter of amile south, closer to the
road. The Hutting Moving Business of Ida did the job.

Dad explained how big jacks raised the building; then wooden skids were put under it. Once
ready; alarge screw was put into the ground. On the screw was awinch with four poles sticking out at
right angles. Horses supplied the power to wind up the winch. Once finished the screw moved ahead
and the process was repeated. They moved the house in two sections, middle and back, the front part
was added |ater.



Until the late 1940's or early 1950's there was no basement under the front part of the house.
Today therés afull basement, but | can't recall the work being done. | do remember work being done
on the basement under Aunt Glad and Uncle Delbert's house on Cemetery Road.

In 1976 after Dad's death Mom decided the barn was not safe because of its poor condition.
Dismantling the barn turned out to be a dangerous job. In the end my brother Gilbert used atractor to
pull it down. It took two pullsto do the job. It redly raised dust that took severa minutesto stle.
Bats flew out everywhere terribly upset. They let it be known by their screaming. That evening they
were dill flying around unsettled.

One of the beamsin the barn measured 60 feet. It broke when the barn fell. 1 would have liked
to see how the beams were put into place years ago. The beams were dl hand hewn. The barn's rough
cut oak frame had notches that fit together and were held by wooden pins. The wooden pins are about
twelve incheslong. Trying to sdvage and reuse some wood it was necessary to drill ahole before
pounding anal. It must have been a chalenge moving such a huge thing for the convenience of the
children.

| should mention, when it came time to move the chickens; the children carried them to the new
location. | wonder how many trips the kids made to carry dl the chickens?

The old location of the house was on a sand hill in the back forty. We found bits and pieces of
dishes and litter in the field at the origina location of the buildings. Dad said there was awell; todays its
locationislogt to time.

It was after the house was moved that grandpa, Danid died. William and Uncle Frank took the
train to Kalamazoo for ther father's funera in 1914.

During prohibition, William rented the basement to people that made liquor. The people
moved from location to location hoping not to get caught. | looked around to see if any thing was il
around. No luck, athough once there was part of aill up in the atic.

The following sory might be awarning to some young folks. One night the Pernia boys went to
bed in arowdy mood. | must cal attention to the fact that my father was the oldest. Dad told the story
that after going up sairsto bed, ariot developed. He sad time and time again Grandpa hollered for
them to settle down. Then more noise and a pillow fight started. Suddenly, one of the boys hollered,
'No fair someone pulled my har." Someone turned on the lights; who was found stting on the bed, but
William. Quiet was the word for the rest of the night.

One spring when it was time for plowing, lunch time was cdled by the dinner bdl brought atde
of anest of beesin the ground. The young farmer asked his Pawhat he should do about the bees. His
Patold him to take ajug of water, set if by the opening, take astick and tir the bees. They'd go right
into the jug of water . . . When we had trouble we burned them out at night with gasoline.

An event that really got Grandpa excited was when he took his youngest son to the store. The
little fellow fell into a degp deep. Grandpa could not wake his son and became darmed. Never very
experienced a driving, he was dl over the road on the way home. When he got home they lay the little
fellow out under atree. After some time he woke up. The little boy told how he and his Sster had been
drinking wine from the barrel with straws.

William sold the farm in the 1930's and the family moved to Ida a 8148 Oak Street. The house
isdill standing and looks much the same. This was during the depression. The buyer was unable to
come up with money, the family returned to the farm.



William died February 13, 1936 in hishome. He had beenin ill hedlth for about three weeks, he
was 69 years old. He lay in ate in the family home. Serviceswerein . Joseph Catholic Church, Ida,
Michigan. Grandpa was buried in the church cemetery.

An obituary tdlls that Grandpa William worked for the Monroe County Road Commission for
ten years before his death.

Grandma Corawas 51 when Grandpa died; she continued to live on the homestead. We lived
with her until she moved. | remember one spring when some baby pigs were born too early or there
was arunt inthelitter. The pigs were put by the heat and hand-feed until there was a chance they
would survive. | remember helping churn butter, and working the water out with a wooden paddle.
Right now | can dmost smell and taste a piece of potato cooking on top of the wood cooking stove.
(Excuse me; | burned supper!)

These things happened before Grandma and Uncle Bill moved to 806 Fourth St. Monroein
1947. When she moved | was heartbroken. She left her goldfish for me to take care of. | don't know
if thefish died from a broken heart or too much care by their new owner.

| used to stay with Grandma for aweek in the summer. | remember the pillow she made for my
doll bed from a button and red ribbon. The family had a painting bee in 1951 to paint the outside of her
house.

. Joseph Catholic Church was within walking distance of her house. Grandma used to spend
some evenings there playing bingo. We had fun playing pegs when we went to see her. The pegboard
had holes drilled in it and the object of the game was to get your pegs home before the other person, by
rolling dice. Y ou needed a Sx to get your peg started, but the most fun was when you wanted a hole
that the other person had apeg in he had to go home. | till have a peg board my children and | played
with.

At age 77 Grandma's health began to decline. Following along illness she died in the home of
her daughter in Erie. Her funeral was a St. Josgph Church in Monroe, with burid in &. Joseph
Cemetery, Idabesde William.



WILLIAM PERNIA

Soecial to The Evening News

LA SALLE, Feb 14 - William
Pernia, 68 years old and a lifelong
resdent of Monroe county, died a
10:30 p. m. Thursday a his home on
the Stein road, two and a haf miles
west of Telegraph road. He had been
i1l about three weeks.

Mr. Pernia operated a threshing
machine for the last 13 yearsin addition
to his active farm work. He served La
Hle township & highway
commissioner for ten years.

Mr. Pernia was born in Berlin
township April 20, 1867(8). He was
married to Cora Leonard in 1895 and
she survives him in addition to nine
children, nine grandchildren and a
brother, Levi Pernia of Toledo. The
children are Mrs. Clarence Segur and
Mrs Delbert Wood, both of Erie; Mrs.
George Poupard of Monroe; Nicholas
and Thdia of Detroit; Raymond,
Arthur, William and Dondd, living a
home.

Funerd services will be hdd a
930 a m. Monday a St. Joseph
Church in Idawith the Rev. Fr. Charles
Dohring officiating and burid will be in
S. Joseph cemetery. The body was
taken to the Alore and Beam funerd
home in Monroe and will be returned to
the Pernia home this afternoon.



Mrs. Cora Pernia
Of Monroe Dies
In Daughter'sHome

Mrs. Cora Pernia, 77, of 806 E.
Fourth S. died Sunday in the home of
her daughter, Mrs. Delbert Wood of
Erie. She had been ill for two years
and serioudy ill for the last two months.
She was with her daughter for the last
month.

Born Jan. 22, 1877, in LaSdle
Township, she was the daughter of
Danid and Magaet Drouillad
Leonard. She was married to William
Pernia in 1895 in St. Joseph Catholic
Church & Erie. the Rev Emil Wolfsyne
performed the ceremony. Mr. Pernia
died Feb. 13, 1936. Two children died
ininfancy.

She is survived by five sons
William of Monroe, Arthur of Toledo,
Raymond of La Sdle, Nicholas of
Livonia and Dondd of Dayton; four
daughters, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Ethe
Poupard of Monroe; three brothers,
George and Clifford Leonard of
Toledo and Nicholas of Abilene, Tex.;
28 grandchildren, and nine gresat
grandchildren.

Serviceswill be at 9 am. Thursday in the Allore & Holcomb funerd homeand a 9:30in St.
Joseph Catholic Church, Monroe. Burid will be in St. Joseph Cemetery, Ida. Rosary will be recited at
8 each night in the funera home.



BITSFROM HERE AND THERE

The gtories | have heard are fun to hear. Please keep in mind that some materid is second and
third hand, so | don't know truth from fiction.

One time three little girls were playing house. They decided the littlest one would be sick. They
fixed up some medicine using raw egg and barn sat and fed it to her. The same person who survived
the trestment told me about the time the little ducks fell down the out house. She had to go down the
hole to rescue the ducks since she was the smallest.

| heard about races the kids had in the pasture. Good thing they ran in their bare feet so as not
to ruin their shoes. . .Oh! The smdlsand fed of fresh cow pies.

The custom Christmas Eve was, for the children to put a card with their name at their place on
the table. In the morning was an orange, nuts, candy, or maybe atoy. One person told me about the
time she got up too early and found a doll and doll bed, since no one ese was up she ran back to bed
until called. | heard there was no Christmas tree until she was old enough to go to Monroe and bring
back atree while hanging on the back of the electric car. The children made paper decorations and put
candles on the tree.

One cousin told about when she learned there was no Easter Bunny. She didn't want to believe
her parents. She ran outside only to see abig old rabbit run acrossthe yard. | forgot to ask if she ill
believed in the Easter Bunny.

The families exchanged vists for the holidays.

Charles Shire and Addison Barron were proprietors of two generd storesin the area.
Grandmawould trade butter and eggs for needed items. One story was told about when amouse fell
into some cream being used to make butter. Alasl The mouse drown. The house wife knowing the
cream was gill good made the butter. The more she thought about it the more it bothered her. The
housewife decided to bring the butter to the store and trade it. Hearing the tale of woe the storekeeper
obliged. Later the housewife learned she got her own butter back only in a different crock.

It may be agood thing the buildings were moved closer to the road. One spring Uncle Bill went
to school barefoot; this wasn't uncommon. The interesting thing is when he came home he had to walk
through the snow. | found record of afreak snowstorm on May 9, 1923 in Monroe County. Tak
about crazy Michigan wegather.

The Pernids were and till are a great bunch for playing cards. 1t was the rule that the losers
had to go down in the basement to draw wine from the barrdl.

One person told me how one game of pinochle took al winter to play; it was such an interesting
game they hated to stop. They got together night after night to continue the game. He told me when he
was little he thought there were two people with the same name, one a drunk and the other sober.

On weekends the neighbors took turns hosting adance. The host family would furnish
sandwiches, cake and coffee. Ticket money was used to pay the band that belonged to Lucian Miller.

It was exciting when the store owner came around in a peddler cart. The children could trade
an egg for candy. Persondly, 1'd like to see the cart come back as| HATE going to the store. One
genera storewas at Y argerville and Wood Road. 1t's thought there was a creamery and blacksmith
there aso.

Halloween was redly fun for the boys when they were big enough to go out. They tipped
privies over, and it wasn't unheard of to put someone's buggy up on the barn roof.



We inherited Grandma's weakness for the embarrassing ability to wet our pants when we
gigagled. It so happened that one time Cora and her Sster were vigiting and had alittle nip of wine. Let's
say they were feding slly; they got to laughing and as it happened Cora was Stting on a cane bottom
chair when she had her accident. Another time two young girls were stlanding up pumping on the swing
and garted to laugh; it was dmogt like rain.

One day one of the boys came home from school with the following story: He had to get up in
front of the class and speak on some subject. Hetold of how he was shaking so hard from fright, thetie
he had on turned dl the way around his neck.

Humor wasn't the only type of stories| heard. Coraamost lost two of her sons to accidents.

In 1937, my Dad dmost died. A shotgun went off accidentally and ricocheted. The shot hit Dad from
behind in both legs. He said he walked to the porch before faling. The deputy sheriff took him to the
hospital in the back seat of acar. When they took off his boots, blood poured out of them. He was
unconscious for severd days.

After Dad recovered he told about a dream he had. In the dream he was on acart on his
stomach looking through piles of bones. 1t was so frustrating. He looked and looked and just couldn't
fine the one he wanted. In the dream it seemed like forever. After along search he found hisbone. It
was then he gained consciousness and started to recover. It was along time before he walked,
and then he was on crutches for dmost ayear. Therest of hislife the effects of the accident caused
discomfort, especially when he was on hisfeet for long periods. At the time of the accident the doctors
determined not to remove dl the shot. To removed al of it there wouldn't have been any mest left. The
rest of hislife shot worked to the surface and he massaged the skin until the shot was out. He never
suffered infection asfar as| knew.

Two uncles werein the army during World War I1. Uncle Arthur (Art) was reported missing in
action. When findly found he had awound in hishead. He spent along time in Battle Creek Veterans
Hospita. Doctors put ametd plate in his skull to replace the missing bone. Uncle Art received the
purple heart.

There are pictures Uncle Dondd sent home while he wasin Egypt. In the picture hewason a
camd with the pyramids in the back ground. He aso visted the Holy Lands. | have arosary he
brought back from Rome blessed by the pope of the time.

There are many of stories from and about the cousins. | just can't resist telling about one before
Grandmamoved to Monroe. When some cousins were vigting, we were playing hide and seek. The
little boy of whom | spesk decided to hide in the closet. Snesking a peak he saw alittle hump that
would be agood seat on which to wait. He went in and made himself comfortable. To hissurprised he
learned his seat was'A basket of eggs.

It's gpparent to me from these stories that when Pernia children were little they aways had fun
and continue to do o after they've grown.

One of my aunt's told me about her future husband courting her. He was so proud of his
automobile, but was plagued with flat tires. Hoping to impress Miss Pernia he caled the garage to fix
the tiresingead of doing it himself. Hard luck regarding the car plagued him inggtently. After their
marriage, they took atrip to Cdifornia. The brakes on the Modd T burned up. They spent one night in
the car along the road fearing someone would stedl the car. Thisis the uncle and lucky fisherman who
lost apolein Lake Erie. He returned to shore, drove home, got arake and went back out to retrieved
his pole.



| heard about the time two aunts went to church, only to start laughing so hard about nothing
they had to get up and leave. Another aunt went to church and studied a hat thelittle girl Sitting in front
of her had on. She went home and made one just like the girl had.

These stories come from the one and two generations after Grandma and Grandpa. There was
atory about one cousin on vacation up north. Severd relatives rented a cottage. The owner had one
room in the center of the place locked. My cousin's curiogity got the best of him. Hejust had to get in
the room to see what was there. He couldn't stand it and findlly got the door open. Looking in he
amost had an accident in his pants. Opposite the door was hanging a moose head, he was just not
prepared to see that.

My father and severa uncles co-owned and operated the Hickory Park Hall  during the
1940's Itisdill on Lewis Avenue at Rauch Road. Recent years it's been the American Legion Hall.
Mom told me | used to deep in the back room listening to the music of Frankie Billmaier's band and him
cdling square dances.

One set of parents told me about how dirty their young ones got playing. One day the father
told the kids to have a contest to see how dirty they could get their faces but not their hands. The next
day the children were determined to win decided to wear gloves dl day long. Before the day was over
they rubbed their faces with cod.

How embarrassed can one be? The winner of this prize must surely go to the parents of the
child who told the teacher that he didn't get his homework done because his mother had twins. He even
went so far as giving them names.

There was one guy who aways tried to be so serious. He never laughed at anyone's jokes but
hisown. | caught him when | asked if big green tomato worms turn red when they were ripe.

My dad was a great one for trying to sump the boys. On one visit he was discussing the
amazing feat of how afly in flight would manage to land upside down on the celling. Shortly after his
death we found an article on that very subject. The answer: The front feet raised above the head
clinging to the ceiling and the body does arall, landing upside down on the celling.

| have to admit that the story about the two auntsis the wildest. They were in acabin up north
afraid to go to the outhouse because of bearsin the area. They wet on the floor and then mopped it up.

One cousin told me after a sneak preview of this story a better title would be - Pernia
Fruitcakes or Funny People. | wonder did | make a mistake?



FRANK PERNIA

The second son of Danid and Elizabeth was Francois Josephium.  His baptism was on 22 April
1872, & <. Charlesin Berlin Township, Monroe Michigan. Everyone cdled him Frank. Facts about
Frank and his brothers and sster are scarce. Until after Elizabeth’ s desth the only information isin the
census records. Frank was twelve years old when his mother died in 1883.

How the children survived after Elizabeth’ s degth is only an assumption. Undoubtedly, the boys
worked as farm laborers. 1 first found Frank in the 1900 census living and working in Erie. 1 noticed
that in the house next to where he lived was a Evangeline M. Duclo. She worked and lived there. Eva
was hisfuture wife. | suspect thet is how they met. After they were married, they lived in Erie,
Michigan.

Eventudly they had two daughters. First born was Olive Elyzabeth (Olli€) born June 3, 1906,
and Vivian Rosdlla, born February 24, 1911. Both were born in Erie Township. Olive married Jack
Spencer. They had two children, Barbara and Douglas. | found nothing about Vivian.

Frank was a barber for many years, he owned alarge building not far from the family home.
Around 1916, William and his family would go to Erie and attend dances that were held in Frank's
building. The family spent the night after the dance. Aunt Glad told me about an event that took place
in Erie. William’'s children would go to the dancestoo. Then at bed time Aunt Eva made the children
kned and say their prayers. She did this because she knew they'd forget when they got to her house to
go to bed.

| remember there was afiddle in the attic & home. When | started to do family research, |
learned that Frank played that fiddle. My father, who was Frank’ s nephew inherited the fiddle when
Frank died.

Evadied following surgery a ahospitd in Toledo, Ohio about 1927. Frank died in April of
1928 from suicide. Didiressed over the death of Eva, Frank hung himself. Their burid isin St. Joseph
Cemetery in Erie, Michigan.

From: The Monroe Evening News April 23,1928 p. 1c. 2

MAN’'SBODY FOUND IN STORE BASEMENT
Sheriff Conducts Investigation Into Hanging Of Frank Pernia

The body of Frank Pernia, aged 57 years, was found
hanging in the basement of the William Gilday hardware store on
Manhattan road in the village of Erie, 10 miles south of Monroe,
at noon today, the building was owned by Mr. Pernia.

The discovery was made by Mr. Pernia's daughters,
Oliva, aged 21 years and Vivian aged 17 years.

Mr. Pernia, who lived in Erie, left his house about nine
0 clock this morning. He had been dead about two hours when
the body was found, the attending physician said.

Sheriff Joseph Kinsey and Coroner Bernard Rupp went
to Erie this afternoon to conduct an investigation into the death.



Mr. Pernia had lived in Erie for many years. At one time he
conducted a soft drink parlor in the village.

Severd months ago Mr. Pernia underwent a serious
operation in a hospital in Toledo and since that time he had been
inill helath.

Besdes his daughters, he is survived by a brother,
WilliamPernig, of LaSdle. Hiswife died about ayear ago.

Funerd arrangements have not been completed.

From: The Monroe Evening News October 20, 1927

Mrs. Frank Pernia, aged 55 years, and aresident of Erie township for more then 40 years, died

in St. Vincent’s hospita, Toledo, Wednesday afternoon at 3:30 o'clock. Mrs. Perniais survived by a

husband, Frank Pernia, and two daughters, Misses Olive and Vivian Pernia of Erie. Funeral services
will be hed a St. Joseph’s Catholic church at Erie, Saturday morning & nine o’ clock.



LEVI PERNIA

The third son, Levi, might have been born in Trenton, Wayne County, Michigan on January 10,
1874. A dueto thisisfound in his military penson papers from Detroit. Origindly | thought dl the
children of Daniel and Elizabeth were born in Berlin Township, Monroe County, Michigan. | found
baptism records of William, Samud, Frank, John and May (Mary) a St. Charlesin Newport. Not one
to give up eadlly, | repeatedly went over the records looking for Levi’s baptism. | had abirth date from
an obituary and degth certificate. The order of birth of the children listed in census recordsfit, but no
Levi a S. Charles. Where was he born? Why wasn't he baptized? The only fact known was the
caculation Levi was not quite eleven years old when his mother died.

In the mean time | sent to Detrait for his military or penson records. | wrote Detroit since |
found acluethat Levi was at Fort Wayne when his brother, John died in 1907. It isaknown fact Levi
served in the Spanish American war. | found that record in Ohio. Also, Levi received a service meda
a thetime of hisdischarge from the Army. My father’s sgter, Gladys had it and gave it to me,

After waiting about Sx months the papers arrived. At last another clue!’ Their record shows
Levi Pernie was born at Trenton, Michigan, January 10, 1874. Now | will search other churches, my
task for the immediate future.

Totrack Levi’slife, records suggest in 1898 at the age of twenty-four he volunteered as a soldier
during the Spanish American War. He was a barber at the time of his enlissment. Levi served with
Company "L" 30th Infantry Regular Army from Ohio. (Documentation found in Ohio.) | suspected this
was the first enlisgsment for service while in the Spanish American War.

The war began on February 15, 1898. A ship, on a peaceful trip to Cuba, was hit by two
explosons. Two hundred sixty men died. The Cubans had been struggling for independence. The
snking of the Maine in Havana Harbor was the straw that broke the camel's back. Less than four
months after the start of the war, Spain agreed to acease fire. Guerrillawarfare lasted until July 1902.

According to the pension papers Levi dlegedly enlisted January 28, 1901 at Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Again, | have to go on assumption that Levi reenlisted after discharge for service in 1898.
He was discharged December 20, 1912 at Angie Idand, San Francisco, Cdiforniaat Fort McDowell.
The time spent in the service covered four, 3 year consecutive enligments. Eventudly, Levi came back
to Monroe County area. He never married. Family storiestell of Levi and Nicholas Leonard hoboed
around the United States. Maybe after his discharged in 1912 is the time when Levi and Nicholas
wandered.

An act passed June 5, 1920 declared a pension for persons, who served in the War with Spain,
Philippine Insurrection and China Relief Expedition. August 13, 1920 Levi gpplied for and qudified.
The amount received was not in the reported. Information said age of the person was factor
determining the amount received. Levi may have received between $12 and $30 per month. The
report said Levi was suffering from amentd and physicad disability of a permanent character. His
disability was not the result of his own vicious habits, but he was unable to support himsdf. He suffered
from mdariafever a variousintervas and severe headaches and rheumatism. Men with physica
disabilities (missing limbs, loss of sight etc.) received from between $60 and $100.

The next record found about Levi isfrom Toledo State hospital. He was admitted in 1937.

When | asked afamily member what they remembered about Levi, they told me he liked to go
up in the hay barn and look at the pusses. Fromwhat | learned it is apparent he had some problems



that eventudly lead him to the Toledo State Hospital. He spent the last seven years of hislife at that
inditution. Levi had symptoms of severe psychologica problems, a disintegration of persondity and an
inability to relate to others. Levi wasthere until he died on April 26, 1944.

Since Levi was amember of the V.F.W. Egbert Camp #10, when he died therewasa U.S. flag
on his coffin when helay in date. At the buria the flag was presented to the family, it is now in my
possession. Burid of Levi isin Cavary Cemetery, Toledo, Ohio.

Monroe Evening News
Levi Pernia-

Levi Pernia, Spanish War veteran and former
resident of Monroe County died Wednesday night
in Toledo Hospital. Funerd serviceswill be held
Saturday a 3 p.m. from the Gardner funerd home
in Toledo. Heleaves asger-in-law, Sx nieces
and seven nephews.

TOLEDO BLADE-
THURSDAY APRIL 27, 1944

PERNIE-LEVI, age 74 years, Weds Members of
the Egbert Camp No. 10, U.S. W.V., will
conduct servicesa 2 P. M. Saturday. Harvey L.
Gardner Mortuary in Ashland Memoral.



JOHN PERNIA

John known as Jack, was the last of the sons born to Daniel and Elizabeth. According to the
baptism record at S. Charles his name is Jean Baptiste, born in November 1876, Berlin Township,
Monroe, Michigan. He was six years old when his mother died.

At age 20, John married Ella (Ellen) Finn. She was the daughter of Irish emigrants, William and
Ellen Buckley Finn of Ida, Michigan. Ellawas born on July 21, 1878. John and Ella married 4 October
1898, a St. John Catholic Church, Monroe, Michigan. They establish ahome on Goet Road in
Petersburg, Michigan. Goet Road is the same as Rauch Road west of Petersburg Road.

Thefirg of their three children was John Earl, caled Earl born December 27, 1898. They lived
on Goet Road until the desth of Ellas sster-in-law, Margaret Pitts Finn. Her brother Lawrence' swife
died and left three amdl children who needed amother. John and Ellamoved to Raisinville Township
with her brother to care for the children. 1t was while living in Raisnville that Ella became pregnant with
their second child. On August 13, 1903 a son William Lester was born. He died in 1905 from spina
meningitis. Heisburied in St. Josgph Cemetery in Monroe, Michigan.

John and Ellamoved to Dunbar Road in 1906. In the winter of 1907, John at age 30 came
down with pneumonia and died on January 13. Heisburied in &. Josgph Cemetery in Monroe next to
hisson. Elladdivered ason on March 5, 1907. His name is John Bernard and known as John or Jack.

Next | found that Ella moved to Monroe and ran a boarding house at 420 Union Street. Ina
few years Ellamarried John Schmidt one of her boardersin the 1910's. | was given a photo of Ella,
John Schmidt and her children.

John Schmidt died in 1941. Ellalived to be seventy years old and died on August 13, 1946 in
the house on Union Street. Her death certificate said the informant was a daughter-in-law Mrs. Earl
Pernia. Ellaisburied at St. Joseph Cemetery in Monroe between her two husbands. Once the two
sons John and Jack lived in Detroit. Now | have found evidence they may have lived in Toledo.

| found John Earl Perniadied in Grand Rapids, MI December 1970. The search goes on.

From: The Record-Commercial January 24, 1907 p.2c.1

The many friends of John Pernea were grieved to hear of his degth
a Strassburg Jan. 13Th.

From: The Monroe Democrat January 18, 1907 p. 11 ¢.2

John Pernia passed away Sunday afternoon after an illness
of nearly four weeks with pneumonia The deceased was thirty
years of age. He leaves a wife, son, one son preceeding him in
death a year and a haf ago, and a hogt of friends and relatives to
mourn his early departure. Funerd services were held Wednesday
morning from St. John’s church, Monroe.

From: The Monroe Democrat January 18, 1907 p. 12 c. 4



John Pernia died a his home in Srasburg Sunday
afternoon, aged thirty years and two months. The funerd services
were hed at St. John’s church Wednesday, Rev. Fr. Crowley
officiaing. He leaves a wife, one son and three brothers, William,
of Yageille Frank of Erie and Levi, with the U. S Infantry
dationed at Ft. Wayne at Detroit.

MAY PERNIA

'POLICE FIND WOMAN DEAD IN APARTMENT." These words about Aunt May's death
brought the question of what happened to May Pernia. She was last heard about in 1910.

The firgt daughter of Danid and Elizabeth was born on September 18, 1879 in Newport,
Michigan. Therecord at &t. Charles shows she was named Mariam Matilda. She was about 3 1/2
when her mother died.

First mention of May was in Danidl's papers. In 1891, she would have been about 13 and living
in Detroit with an aunt. Pgpers from Washington caled her Mary. | did not find who the aunt might
have been. Someone thought May enrolled at the young lady's seminary in Monroe. | am il looking
for arecord. | found that May lived with her father for ashort time, in Grand Rapids, MI. Shewasin
Monroe in 1895; she'sin the wedding picture of William and Cora.

May was 30 years old when last seen. She disappeared and not was not heard from again. At
the time of her desth May lived in Atlantic City, New Jersey in the Riviera Apartments. The apartments
are at Raeigh Avenue and Boardwalk. The superintendent of her apartment building discovered that
May’s newspapers were being left outside of her door. He caled the police, they found her dead her
dead on July 24, 1959. A baance of $600 for three months rent was due when she died.

Word about May came as a surprise to members of William's family. Later, it was learned the
daughters of Frank had known of May's whereabouts and never let anyone else know.

On her road of life May came into prosperity after she left Michigan. It's gpparent that when she
went east she met and married A. Steward Frank, son of Solomon and Rachel Pine Frank. Steward
was born on November 23, 1866 in Batimore Maryland. | located a short obituary on Mr. Frank that
said hedied on August 15, 1930. His death was under desths for the day with a note saying that a story
would follow the next day. | was unableto find anything ese.

Theinventory of May's edtate ligts the following, diamonds, jewelry, furs, stocks, bonds and
various household effects. The household effectsincluded severa imported rugs and marble top
furniture. All of the above items were digposed of at an auction. Some hints of her person were;
smoking sets with lighters and cases, and the many religious articles. These werein her gpartment. A list
of checks she wrote suggests she had some fed for religion. She wrote checks to the Norbintine Fathers
and to Billy Gram Evangdlist Asociation.

May left no will, so her estate was divided three ways. The children of William and Frank each
received one-third. John Pernias third was supposed to be placed in trust pending an investigation on
the whereabouts of the missing sons. No one ever heard about the sons or did the other one third ever

appear?



May and A. Steward are in Greenwood Cemetery, Pleasantville, New Jersey. Cemetery
records show buria in the same section as Edwin and Agnes Frank. The dates of death and the ages of
Edwin and Agneslead me to believe they were brother and sster-in-law of A. Steward.

Police Find Woman Dead In Apartment

Mrs. Mary P. Frank, 80, was found dead in her
gpartment at 115 S. Raleigh Ave. yesterday. Police
say death was due to natural causes.

The discovery was made after Harold
Washington, superintendent of the building, told
police that newspapers for two days were
untouched at Mrs. Frank's door.

A.C. Press 7/24/78



ROSELLA PERNIA

The last child of Daniel and Elizabeth was born in LaSdle, Michigan. Records of her birth and
death are at the Monroe County Courthouse. In the record the last name spelled PARNY EA.
Rosdlla’ s birth date was April 1, 1883 and her death was August 22, 1883. Cause of death was
diarhea. Shediedin LaSdle, resulting from neglect. At firgt | thought that she died after her mother.
Since | have adate for Elizabeth’s desth | can only assume her death was from neglect dueto
Elizabeth’s poor hedth. 1t must have been a sad situation.



The next pages are about the parents, brothers and sister of Cora.
DANIEL LEONARD and MARGARET DROUILLARD

A newspaper obituary in Grandmals scrapbook shows Danid Leonard was born on February
16, 1850 in LaSdle, Michigan, to Alexis Leonard and Victoria Barren (Barron).

Daniel wasthe firg of their seven children. He married Margaret Drouillard at . Joseph
Catholic Church, Erie, Michiganin 1874. Danid was 24 and Margaret was 19.

Margaret was the daughter of Dominic Drouillard and Margaret LaPointe. Margaret had a
famous relative. Her first cousin twice removed was George Drouillard. His sory islaer in these
pages.

Margaret, known as Maggie had 11 brothers and sgters al born in Erie, Michigan. Danid and
Maggie settled in Erie to raise their own large family of eight children. | located amedicd history on
Nicholas, theoldest son. He remembered his mother as having a good nature. She was dways kind
and gentle. She made friends very easy. Nicholas said both his parents had a very limited education.

Danid worked as afarm hand, in the early years of their marriage. Asfar as| have learned they
never owned any property.

Maggie died at the age of 43. Her death was from complications after the birth of a son on
May 19, 1893; the child dso died. They are buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, Erie, in alot beonging to
her brother John Drouillard.

Daniel and Margaret’s other children were Nicholas (1874), Cora Belle (1877), Tressa (1878),
Alfred (1883), George (1887), Vernon (1890), and Clifford (1891). Thereisan absence of factsfor
the children other than they attended school a Wood School in LaSalle.

Severa years after Margaret’ s death Danid married Sarah Kurtz in 1905. She was awidow
who had known the family for many years. A child was born to them in 1907, but did not live. | found
the record of the child in Monroe County. His name was Joseph Dennis, no place of burid.

Danid and Sarah moved to Oak Harbor, Ohio after 1907. Danidl worked in a basket factory
there.

Death came to Danid on November 19, 1928 in Toledo, Ohio. They werein Toledo to visit
some of Sarah’'s children when Danidl’ s desth occured.  Services were in the Grace Lutheran Church.
Burid isin Oak Harbor.

Sarah married athird timeto aMr. Glosser. She kept in touch with Danid's children until her
death in 1935.

Daniedl A. Leonard

Daniedd Amos Leonard, son of Victoria Barren and Alexis Leonard, was born at LaSdle,
Michgan, in Monroe County, February 16, 1850. In the year of 1874 he was united in marriage to
Margaret Draullaird. By this union was born eight children, seven of whom are living; Nicholas, of
Oakdale, La, Mrs. Wm. Pernia, of LaSdle, Mich.; Mrs. P. A. Duston, of Toledo; Alfred, of
Pontiac, Mich., George, Vern and Clifford, of Toledo.

On April 3, 1905, he was married to Mrs. Sarah Kurtz. They made their home in Oak
Harbor. By this marriage was born one child, Joseph Dennis, on July 10, 1907, deceased.



He went to Toledo to vidt his step-daughter, Mrs. Besse Schwarz, and died a 4:15 a m.,
Nov. 19, 1928, after ashort illness.

He leaves to mourn his desth, hiswife, Mrs. Sarah Leonard; two brothers, Dennis Leonard, of
Cedar Rapids, lowa; C. L. Leonard, of Detroit, Mich., and one sister, Mrs Agnes Gunn, of
Hollywood, Cdif. seven children, eight stepchildren, Mrs. Louis Miller, Mrs. Geo. Leonard, Mrs.
A. W. Steinmetz, Mrs. Dan Schwarz, Norton Kurtz, William Kurtz, of Toledo, and Chester Kurtz,
of Port Clinton; thirty grandchildren and Sx great- grandchildren.

The funerd services were held last week Thursday afternoon, a the M. E, Church. Rev. AA.

Hundley, pastor of the Grace Lutheran church, officiated. Burid took place in Union cemetery.



NICHOLASL.LEONARD

Thefirg child of Danie and Maggie Leonard was Nicholas. He was born November 4, 1874 in
LaSdle, Michigan.

Medicd records from the hospital where Nicholas died gave information on hislife. Nick
sarted having epileptic seizures at the age of 12. Vaccinated for smal pox he suffered a severe reaction.
His entire body became swollen and his arm was three times the normal size. He probably had blood
poisoning that brought on the epilepsy. He suffered with it for the rest of hislife.

Nick quit school at age 13, after completing the fourth grade, because of his hedth. Before the
vaccination he had been agood student. He easily passed the needed subjects for advancement.

Nick was 19 when his mother died in 1893. He was in Monroe County in 1895, as he was
present for his sster, Coras wedding picture. With Levi Pernia as a companion Nick traveled about the
United States after 1898. Levi is William's brother.

Nick married his wife Mattie before 1928. They married in Louisana. Thisis where Mattie and
her five children from a previous marriage were living. Mattie and Nick were about the same age. In
1928, Nick wasliving in Oakdae, Louisana. Later they moved to Dousette, Texas, thet isfifty miles
from Louisana

Nick told the medica board he had typhoid fever in 1910. The record showed once he got
drunk and was put in jail for fighting a abdl game.

Nick earned aliving working at a sawmill and asafarm hand. In July 1937, his poor hedth
caused him to be admitted into Abilene State Hospitdl. His mind and body were suffering the effects of
epilepsy. Hewas financidly unable to care for himsdf. Nick and Maitie had been living in athree-room
house with no running water. When Nick went in the hospital, Maitie went to live with her brother.

At the indtitution Nick was in the medica section of the hospital. He underwent surgery for
bleeding in his somach and removd of his appendix. Next he recaeived medication to control the
saizures. Nick then went into the home section of the hospital. Records show Nick lived out the rest of
hislifein the home except for another spel with his somach that called for hospitalization.

Nick managed quite well once he was on controlled medication for the epilepsy. Helived to be
83 years old, but his mind had become very confused. Heck, sometimes at my age, I'm confused.
Nicholas died on May 25, 1957. Nick isin Ddlas, Texas a the Atomica Board Cemetery.

A member of the family received his only persona possesson after hisfunerd. | have that item.

Itisasmdl penknife.

Mattie died before Nick. Where or when remains unknown.



TRESSA FLORENCE LEONARD

Daniel and Maggi€ s second daughter Tressa, was born September 30, 1878. Tracing this
family in the census records proved a chalenge. All evidence both written and ord indicated the
Leonards aways lived in Monroe County (Erie and LaSdle) until after the desth of Maggie. In the 1830
census | found Grandma Cora age 3 registered with her paternd grandparentsin Monroe County, Berlin
Township. Where were her parents and brother Nicholas and Sster Tressa? Finally after years of
frugtration | convinced mysalf they had to be in Ohio. Wetook atrip to the Toledo Public Library.
Starting with the 1880 Lucas County soundex, within a couple of minutes we found the Danidl Leonard
family. Listed were hiswife Maggie and two children Nicholas and Forence Tressa. They werelivingin
Sylvania Township. After some 15 years| found the family 30 miles from where they were supposed to
have been. In the 1880’ s by horse and buggy or even by train thisis quite a distance for aweekend with
Grandma. Why was Grandma Corawith her grandparents?

Asfar as| can determine Florence Tressa, Tress as she was know as was the only child of
Danid and Maggie born in Ohio. Tresswas 14 when her mother died. Tressaand Corawere very
close.

Aunt Tress, married November 30, 1897 to Pinto (Mike) Duston. They had one daughter,
Hazel, born on October 7, 1898 in Temperance, Michigan. Hazdl was born before Cora had a child
urvive.

Hazel told me, of happy memories of her childhood. | remember visiting Uncle Mike when he
lived in Luna Pier, Michigan. When | showed Hazel apicture of her father, she cdled it his Popeye face,
when he took histeeth out. Mike was a happy person and enjoyed life. He converted atruck to abus
and carried passengers from Temperanceto Toledo. Tressdied on May 30, 1936 in Toledo, Ohio.
Mike died January 2, 1945. Tressand Mike arein Toledo Memorial Cemetery in Toledo, Ohio.

Hazd, the only child married Clarence Aubry and had three sons. Hazdl was a gracious host
when | went to vist her. Hazel has since passed.  Her family livesin the Toledo area.



ALFRED A. LEONARD

Alfred was born September 25, 1883, in LaSdle, Michigan, the fourth child of Danid and
Maggie. He was ten years old when his mother died.

Alfred married Chloe Perry. She was the mother of his two children. The relationship ended in
divorce. The boyswere Emery and Fred. For ashort time Emory and Fred were placed in the Toledo
Miami Children'sHome. | can only guess the reason why. Over atime the boys grew to manhood.
Emery married Veronica Hennan, they had 12 children. Emery died in 1966 and is buried in Toledo
Memoria Park Cemetery. For years Fred, the younger son lived in Toledo. Recently | learned heis
living in Temperance (1995).

After Alfred and Chloe divorced, Chloe married Joe Smith. She died January 28, 1961.

Alfred lived in Pontiac, Michigan, but was living in LaSale with a niece Pearl when he becameiill.
He went to the old Monroe Hospital on Maple Boulevard where he died on March 20, 1933 &fter heart

surgery. Thelr burid isin St. Joseph Cemetery 1da, Michigan.



GEORGE D. LEONARD

The fifth child born to Daniel and Maggie was George, born on April 12, 1887. Hewas Six
years old when his mother died.

George married Agnes Kurtz, born on February 5, 1894. She was the daughter of Charles and
Sarah Kurtz. Daniel married Sarah after the deeth of both their first spouses.

| remember when my parents went to visit Uncle George in Toledo, Ohio. He wasasmdl
person with very big blue eyes. I'll never forget the parrot that he had. George and Agnes had two
children, George Jr. and Katherine.

George and Agnes knew each other for about 70 years. Agnes died on November 14, 1963,

and George followed on July 18, 1964. The burid isin Union Cemetery Oak Harbor, Ohio.



VERNON LEONARD

The axth child of Daniel and Maggie Leonard was VVernon (called Vern), born May 6, 1880.
He was two when his mother died.
Vern maried Irene Lavagine. The marriage ended in divorce. There were no children.
Vern died when he was 45. Cause of death was from injuries sustained in an automobile
accident in August 1935. He died about two hours after the accident. Burid was on August 31 in
LaSdle, Michigan Township Cemetery.



CLIFFORD DENNISLEONARD

Clifford Leonard was born on October 16, 1891, the seventh child of Danie and Maggie. He
was about 18 months old when his mother died. Cora, his Sster, cared for him until she married. About
thistime Clifford lived with or was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Cousino but he retained the name of
Leonard.

On November 17, 1914 Clifford married Agnes Stein, born on August 6, 1885. She wasthe
daughter of Danid and Eliza Evans Stein. Agnes s mother died when shewas about 11. A family by
the name Dusseau adopted her in 1906.

Clifford and Agnes met at Toledo Beach in 1913 and married ayear later. They fird lived with
his parents and in 1915 moved to Toledo, Ohio. He worked for Willy's Overland for three years. He
quit there and started working for the Toledo Transportation System. Over the years his duties covered
every facet of the organization-from sweeping streetsto driving atrolley.

Clifford and Agnes had eight children, Irene, Patricia, Raphadl, Mildred, Rosemary, Laura,
Marcdlaand Joseph. | remember Uncle Clifford. He like many other members of the family enjoyed
playing cards. He enjoyed it 0 much that he said he wanted a deck of cards buried with him.

Clifford retired and they moved from Toledo back to LaSdle to the home where he grew up. In
1964, Agnesdied. Serviceswere from St. Joseph Catholic Churchin Erie. She restsin Rosdawn
Cemetery LaSdle.

Clifford married awoman named Celiain 1968; they lived in Toledo. On March 28, 1972
Clifford passed away, survived by hiswife. Burid was next to Agnesin Rosdawvn Cemetery.



GEORGE DROUILLARD

My search for family found a cousin, an Indian fighter and guide for the Lewis and Clark
exploration. One day Dan brought home a book that had some events of the journey and gave account
of George Drouillard's help in the success of thetrip. The book was Adventures of Lewis and Clark
by John Bakeless in 1966.

I now own a book entitled George Drouillard of THE LEWISAND CLARK EXPEDITION
and FUR TRADER 1807-1810. | found the book by accident. Writing to the editor | found a second
hand copy was in the rare book section and | could buy it. The book is no longer being printed.

The 350 pages supplied me with an idea of what George, my first cousin five times removed,
waslike. George's father, Pierre was a British subject who resded in Detroit. He was an officid
interpreter of the Huron language.

Pierre age 29 had maritd relations with an Asoundechris FLATHEAD or SHAWNEE Indian
girl. In December 1773, a son, was born in Detroit. He became know as Peter or George. It's possible
that the mother died in 1775. | found a baptism record in Assumption Sandwich, Canada (Windsor) for
the child.

November of 1776 Pierre or Peter Sr. married Angelique Descamps in Detroit. That marriage
produced severd children. A letter in my book suggests George found acceptance in the home of his
sepmother. He formed a strong attachment with his haf brothers and ssters.

It appears that George had the benefit of some schooling. He studied reading, writing, and
possibly ciphering. George received more education than the average person of hisday. Thiswas
probably because of his father's position in the government. George traveled extensively with his father.
Peter Sr. died in April 1803, he was buried in Detroit.

Thomas Jefferson dways had an immense curiosty for the land west of the Mississppi River.
When he became president the task of having it explored was a possibility.

As Jefferson began to organize his plan, he chose to head the project with a young man named
Meriwether Lewis, the son of an old family friend. Lewis chose for a co-leader William Clark, younger
brother of George Rogers Clark. George Clark was asoldier in the Revolutionary War and a frontier
fighter. Hisvictories helped win the Northwest Territory for the United States. Lewis had met Clark
when the two men werein the army. They had a cdlose friendship that was to continue for alifetime. The
two spent dmost two years preparing for the trip. The gods set, were to explain to the Indians that their
"White Fether" lived in Washington. He wanted peace among al Indians. No harm would come to
Indian nations cooperating as dlies of the United States.

They wereto record in great detail the Missouri River County. Explore unknown mountain
regions and the westward flowing Columbia. The most important objective of the trip was to record
journas. The explorers wrote down Indian vocabularies and made collections of biologica and
zoologica discoveries. They wrote reports on floraand fauna. Their job was to show the world, the
wilderness.

Georgewasin St. Louis, Missouri when hired by Lewisand Clark. His knowledge of Indian
ways and sign language was extensive. George took the job for $25.00 a month.

The explorers were dways in search of people to help trandate with the Indians. French fur
trappers helped communicated with the local Indians until they reached North Dakota. There they met a
hdf-breed French Canadian and his Indian wife Sacgawea. Sacgawea who was kidnaped years



earlier, knew the language of the Indiansin the West. They enlisted both husband and wife as
interpreters to secure her help.  If the explorers found afork in the river they left messages on sticks for
the othersto follow.

On tripsin the wilderness people had to stick together and drict discipline was enforced. A
person deserting was consdered the worst crime. The first record of George Drouillard was when three
men deserted and were hiding in an Indian village close by. George and three other men captured the
deserters. The deserters had to run the gauntlet. The gauntlet is amethod of punishment where two
lines of people bearing wegpons beet the victim who must run between the people. They are then sent
back to St. Louisin disgrace, while the expedition stayed the winter in North Dakota.

When the group traveled down the river several men would scout ahead. They left indications
on which way to follow. One man rode aong the bank and led the horses; while the explorers were able
to travel by raft. Theterrain they werein determined the number of horses the explorers had. When
they needed more they would trade with the Indians for them.

A man who had been with the horses was missing for twelve days. Found, he had survived on
wild berries. The man till had gun powder but was out of bullets. He had whittled awooden bullet and
managed to kill arabhit. As he grew weaker he turned one horse free, keeping the other to ride, and if
worse came to worse he had planned on egting it. George and two other men found the man. The
missing man went back to the main body of explorers with George. The other two were to walk back
with the horse. When they findly reach the others some Indians had stolen the horse. George went out
and scoured the prairies until he found the horse. 1t was roaming free it was set lose by the Indians.

The deegper into the wilderness the explorers went the more grizzly bears they found. Bears had
no fear of the white man and often entered the camp. Onetimeit took Clark and George ten bullets to
kill ayoung bear that was only five hundred pounds. It took awhile before the men learned only a bullet
in the brain could stop a charging grizzly and keep him from attacking. Even the experienced hunter
George couldn't make one shot stop a bear.

George and Sacgjawea used sign language when the explorers met strange tribes. They were
sent out first to try to make friends. When there were Sgns of Indians but no contact, the explorers
would leave smple drawings in obvious places. They hoped to make the Indians understand they came
asfriends.

In 1805 Lewis, George and two other men were out tracking Indians, when the two other men
becameill. They wereto wait for the main party, while Lewis and George continued on. Suddenly
George had afdl. It was so serious he couldn't walk. It was hours before they could go back to the
other two a theriver. Unknown to the four, the boats were having a hard time pushing upstream.
Lewis, now in the best condition, walked upstream and |eft a note on a pole along theriver bank. He
made the mistake of cutting a pole of fresh wood and the beavers made short work of his message.
When Clark reached the fork in the river, he chose the wrong one and missed Lewis and theill men. By
pure luck George feding better, was out hunting and ssumbled upon Clark, bring the team back together.

When they reached what is now Grayling, Montana, Lewis, George and two men were
searching for fresh meet. It was a chore that took much time as game was scarce inthe area. While
hunting they found some Indian foot prints, left a note and followed the trail. The footprints faded and
Indian pony tracks were seen. George went back to leave a second note. They thought that these
Indians were Sacgjawea's people.



When George returned the four men split up, Lewis and one man went ahead while George and
the other flanked each sde. For amile they found nothing then Lewis spotted a red man unaware of
them.

Advancing the distance, Lewis tried to speak some Indian words. The red man halted and
watched Lewis spread his blanket on the ground. Just then George came through the underbrush. The
Indian thought it was atrick and ran awvay. Slowly Lewis advanced to within about fifty feet and offered
trinkets and beads. The Indian rode off again then stopped. Again, Lewis advanced and got to about
fifty feet; he exposed his upper arm to show white skin. Immediately, the Indian whirled his horse and
disappeared. After adesperate search the four men failed to find the frightened Indianagain. They
could only follow the trall.

Picking conspicuous spots and acting as friendly as possible the men prepared their meds and
hung gifts a the camp sghts. This location today is known as the Continental Divide.

The next day two squaws and awarrior fled when Lewis tried to shout an Indian word that he
thought meant friend. The men began to move a adower pace. Silently, they discovered an old squaw,
young squaw and little girl. The young girl fled, the old, fearing desth but knowing she couldn't get away,
sat down with the child and waited desth.

Lewis waked to the woman and held her hands, George told her to call back her companion.
They tried to reassure her that they meant no harm and only wanted to be friends. Soon the young
woman returned ddighted to recelve her share of gifts. Lewis painted everyone's face with vermilion,
that was the symbol of peace. George then asked the women to take them to their camp.

After about two miles, they met awar party on the way to drive themaway. Thewomen
displayed their gifts, and showed they were safe. Finally the Indians felt more at ease and asked the
explorersto take part in the circle of council and smoke the peace pipe. Once in camp, the Indians took
off their moccasins as an act of faith and trugt.

Lewisindicated that the men were hungry. The Indianstold Lewis they had no meat. George
went out and in ashort time returned with two deer. The Indians made fast work out of the deer
including some innards and softer parts of the hoofs. They even kept the hoof to make glue.

Some Indians went back to the river to meet the rest of the explorers. Half of them became
frightened and ran away. Clark hadn't reached the river and last note yet, when Lewis got back to the
river. The white paper and black marks impressed the Indians. The written message, to them looked
like strong medicine. George went downstream with another note urging Clark to hurry. Two hours
later the explorers arrived. Entering the main camp Sacgawea found her brother and other members of
her family.

The explorers told Sacgjawea she could stay with her family. She ingsted on going the next few
hundred miles that would bring them across the continent. Severd ships were going to try to meet the
explorers a the mouth of the Columbia; but even staying through the winter there was no ship. When
the explorers reached home they found that after they left the mouth of the Columbia, a ship did come
and found messages they had l€ft.

During the three years of their exploration only once did the men have to fight for thelr lives.
One man died from biboius calic, which might have been appendicitis. The journey lasted from October
1803 to September 1806. It began and ended at the mouth of the Missssippi River. Crossing the
country they had written records, assembled Indian vocabularies, collected scientific specimens. They
opened the way for expanson of vast new territories.



Upon completing the trip, George's pay amounted to $833.33, 1/3 for thirty-three mornths. The
amount was doubled by Congress later. George aso received two quarter sections of land, as did
othersin the expedition. 1 wasn't able to find where George's land was.

Journds of thetrip said George proved himself often. He was the most rdliable of dl those who
served the expedition. The energy and enthusiasm George displayed plus the hardship he endured asa
member of the expedition suggests a person with a generous amount of vitaity. There was only one blot
on the character of George who so much depended. During the fal or winter following the trip George
hel ped establish fur trade in the West. What happened was a man deserted, and George went to bring
him back dead or dive. Gone for about an hour, George came back to say that he had wounded the
deserter and couldn't bring him back to camp aone. Four men went to get the injured man, but he died
the next day.

When George returned to St. Louis, the authorities arrested him on charges of mandaughter.
Thiswas from aman whom George once had aquarrel with. The man was hoping to get even with
George and thought thiswas his chance.

When the trid came he acquitted, but this event must have lain heavy in his heart. George wrote
to hissger in Detroit saying that he hoped the misfortune wouldn't make too much grief on the family.
He was very sorry and mortified and hoped not to lose his family.

No sooner was George free, he was confronted for nonpayment of an outstanding bill over four
yearsold. To make payment he turned over the land he was given by Congress.

George contacted Clark about changes and corrections to the origina map after he returned.
Later exploring found that the changes were correct.

In the spring of 1809, George was on the second of his fur trading ventures. Thistime in history,
some Indians were in a state of unrest. 1t was very dangerous to go out in groups, let done by yoursdf.
This caused astanddtill in establishing trade with the Indians.

After severd days close to camp, George said he would go out for atry ingtead of dtting and
do nothing. Hisfirst day out was short he had no contact with the Indians. First, George was the only
one who would ventured out, but after aweek they al decided it was safe for short tripsout. After a
couple of weeks, they thought the Indians had |eft the area or were going to leave them done.

In early May, George was done and heard anoise. A yip? A ydl? Hejerked his head from the
direction of the sound and a band of feathered Indians was swooping down on him asfast astheir horses
could. No whereto go, he got down from his horse. He used hisrifle until it was no longer of use ashe
couldn't reload. He used his pigtol, with his horse between him and the enemy. Next, he had to use his
tomahawk, the butt of his gun, hisknife. There were too many of them. This materid came from aman
who was nearby and heard his shooting but escaped by hiding in the grass.

Therein the prairie wind that he loved, George died in a horrible manner; his head cu off, his
stomach torn open and his body hacked to pieces. A quotation from the book- "If Georgée's life hadn't
ended untimely he might have lived to have his dream come true -- the establishment of afur trading
post somewhere on the Missouri.”



DIGGING ROOTS

Earlier | gated my interest began in school and continued growing. The homework assignment
led meto vist with Aunt Glad. Dad never seemed to remember much about the past. 1've learned some
people just don't have recall and then you're lucky and find yoursdf an Aunt Glad.

Aunt Glad knew Grandpas first name was Daniel. He was a Civil War soldier and Aunt Glad
thought he died in an old soldier home. Grandma was Elizabeth Murphy and she hung hersdlf. Aunt
Glad thought the spelling of their name was different from the way we spell Pernia, maybe Parnyea.
Only 14, | put aside that information and forged ahead. Little did | know the headache names were.

| did not uncover anything new except for the descendants of Danid and Elizabeth. | added
names and dates of the newest baby, records of marriages and deaths. When | was married and lived
out of state, Mom recorded new entries.

When our children werein school | decided to find more about Danidl. | wrote letters and
began an intense search. As data started coming in, | learned it was possible to go to courthouses and
search vital gatigtic records. That's where | found Rosella Pernyea and alanddide of materid. The
name was akey to over two hundred years of Perniafamily higtory. | have history asfar back asthe
1500's on families married into the family.

Most of the data | found in records from the Catholic Church, in abook at the Monroe County
Historicd Museum. The book gave names of French families who settled in the Detroit River region.
The records are from &. Ann'sin Detroit, a collection by Christian Dennison a Catholic priest.

The mailman brought to my life some red highsand lows. | experienced athrill from a degth
certificate. 1 found papers, so poorly written they are sudied for hoursto find alittle sniff of the life of
some ancestor. When our sons brought in the mail they put the good stuff on the bottom or after | went
through a stack of bills they removed along awaited letter from their pocket. Hahal

When the mail brought something exciting | felt agreat urge to share and talk to someone. Being
home aone presented aproblem. The Pernias are long distance phone calls; | got some awful phone
bills. Oneyear for lent | give up dl long disance phone cdls except for emergencies and to cal my
Mom once a week.

John and the boys experienced weird excursons. They trampled through old cemeteries,
rubbing tombstones with chalk to read them. A srange habit | have that John will testify to. Riding
down the highway, my head automatically does a 180 degrees turn to catch sght of an old half-hidden
cemetery.

We made atrip to Detroit on a chance of finding the last of nine baby picturesin timefor a
reunion display. That trip was fruitful. Two years running, on the Saturday before the Pernia Reunion,
the mall brought in new data. Then it was arush to rearrange the display. John made many tripsinto
work. He copied documents and developed pictures. It might be worth while for him to build a
darkroom and get me a copy machine.

| enjoy vidts with relatives we seldom see and some | never met before. Our vigt usudly hasa
session in the picture box or aforgotten scrapbook that wasin the attic. Sometimes people give me
pictures. Most of thetime | get permission to have negatives and pictures made. Severd times|'ve
given life to old scrapbooks. 1'd hope people will remember me before they throw them into the
garbage. It turns my stomach to know what some people have thrown out. John 1l and Dan both have
brought home goodies. Some documents, photos, and memorabilial have are hanging onthewadl. The



most vauableisa 24 by 36 inch peacock tail chart three-fourthsfilled. (At this date John 11 isworking
on a computer program to reproduce the chart | made by hand in 1979.)

A big highlight meeting people was the results of corresponding with Father Lambert LaVoy.
Heisthe former pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Erie, Michigan. Father LaVoy isan avid
genedogist and author of abook on hisfamily.

Knowing Father LaV oy enabled me to see records at the church in Erie. | fed privileged to
have seen them. Many records were in French and Latin; but with the help of my son John, we
trandated enough materid to learn afew facts and verify others. | could have spent weeksin the
recordsl (Now, church records are available on micro film &t the library in Monroe.)

| have a copy of Father's book, and dthough it is dready autographed | inssted he sign it while
watched. | learned Father Lavoy and | have some of the same ancestors. Oneis George Drouillard.
Father didn't know about George and delighted in the information | had.

Once talking with afamily member | was asked why | want to keep dl those papers. | sad,
"Jugt think of dl the people I'll know when | go to heaven." They chuckled and said, "What if?* and
pointed down. | said, "Okay, I'll know plenty of them too."

Maybe there's a purpose to my hobby. One uncle noted that my English has improved since I've
been doing dl thiswriting. One of my best friendsisthe dictionary. Thisisredly an education. I've been
through hundreds of history books. Studied maps, and licked, so many stamps and picture corners that
onetime | had an dlergy attack from the glue.

My project started by collecting information on the Perniafamily. Later | added data on Mom's
Chapman family. Seeking information from the Detroit Public Library lead usto two paying jobsin
1985 and 1987. It was an opportunity we never dreamed of. We helped prepare two books for print.
Firg, the GUIDE to the MANUSCRIPTS in the BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION DETROIT
PUBLIC LIBRARY. It has about 350 pages. The other book is GENEALOGY of the FRENCH
FAMILIES of the DETROIT RIVER REGION 1701-1936. Vol. | and II. The genedogy involved one
whole summer typing and editing about two thousand pages. Not once, but severd times. The
genedlogy isthe same source of Parnier family history | discovered years earlier. This came about when
writing to Detroit library. | inquired if the book was ill in print, | learned they were about to revise it
and have anew printing. A couple of years later | recaived an invitation to join in editing the revison.
One thing lead to another and our two jobs.

Along with the two boaoks, | hep family members publish collections of poetry and journds.

Fourteen years ago | became Vice President of The Chapman Family Association. John isthe
President. (The Chapman Association is 16 yearsold.) We publish The Chapman Heritage, afamily
newdetter twice ayear. The Heritage contains articles written by various members of the family. We
print pictures, family trees, and other items of interest. We're dways on the look out for material.
Occasondly we vist folks to encourage donations to the cause. Sometimes folkswill talk into atape
recorder and | prepare an article. All the adventures we encounter have been enjoyable. Each one
valuable and appreciated.

The past two year's | became editor for the Genedogica Society of Monroe County. The
publication, the Record, published four times a year, contains aids for genedlogist and information found
in the county.



My collection of family memorabiliais fill growing. Thefile cabinets are full to over flowing.
The house, despite one son moving from homeisfull too. Both boys are claiming the records when I'm

The experience over the yearsis ared education. Aided by the computer, my writing skills have
vadly improved. | ill find timeto do alittle "Rooting.” | gpend time writing and reading letters. A good
part of the time is spent at the computer preparing materid for print.

Rules and guides to research remained the same. Determination is on the top of thelist, being an
atentive lisgener isimportant. To be successful one hasto weight each clue carefully.

There are till avenues open and new information found. 1'm holding my breath for information
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